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We the Catholic Community of Santa Maria de la Paz dedicate ourselves to: fulfill the mission of Jesus, 
worshiping together, deepening our relationship with God, being a compassionate people, becoming co -creators 
of a more just society, being a loving family that values the richness of diverse cultures, gifts and traditions, 

and honoring the ministry of Mary as peacemaker.  

 

PASTORAL TEAM  
 

Fr. Daniel M. Balizan, Pastor ............................ 473-4200 
Fr. Joel Bugas, Associate Pastor ...................... 473-4200 
Fr. Earl Rohleder, Ministerial Assistant  ......... 473-4200 
 

DEACONS:  
Rev. Mr. Eloy Gallegos…………………………….…473-4200 

Rev. Mr. Dennis Snyder………………………….….473-4200 

 Rev. Mr. Juan M. Rodríguez (Retired) 
 Rev. Mr. John Cordova (Retired) 
 

PASTORAL COUNCIL 
Tommy Baca, Fr. Daniel Balizan, Fr. Joel Bugas, Sr. Magdalena Casas-
Nava, Bridget Dixson, Andy Fambro, Deacon Eloy Gallegos, Sr. Mary 
Gianna, Richard Martinez, Tommy Martinez, Cynthia Orr, Rick Sandoval, 
Royanne Schissel, Denise Vargas & Brenda Weimer 

LITURGY SCHEDULE—CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR THE MOST  
CURRENT INFORMATION 

Saturday:   
5:00PM (Anointing Mass on the 3rd Saturday) 
 

Sunday:  
7:30AM, 9:30AM, & 11:30AM (Bilingual), 5:00PM (Life Teen)  
 

DAILY MASSES: 
Monday at 6:00PM (Spanish); Tuesday , Thursday  at 12:15PM & 
Friday at 6:00PM; Wednesday at 9:00AM (SNRCS Mass current-
ly not open to the public) 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession):  
During COVID-19 Monday & Tuesday by appointment only. 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday—Friday 9:00AM—12:00PM; 1:00PM—4:00PM 

CLOSED FOR LUNCH 
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W E E K L Y  P R A Y E RR  
R e a d i n g s  fo r  t h e  w e e k  

Monday, March 15, 2021  
  6:00PM  -For all our parishioners living and deceased  
 

Tuesday, March 16, 2021 
12:15PM   †Bea Romero - Celeste Padilla  
    †Elsie Kather (2nd) - David Dennedy-Frank  
    -In Thanksgiving to St. Rita and St. Dymphna  
     - Roybal &Vigil Families  
 

Wednesday, March 17, 2021 
 9:00AM  NO MASS   
 

Thursday, March 18, 2021 
12:15PM  †Epifania Jacquez (BD) - Family  
    †Ramona & †Leroy Valdez - Janet Sanchez  
    -In Thanksgiving to St. Anthony and St. Michael  
     - Roybal &Vigil Families 
  

Friday, March 19, 2021 
  6:00PM   †Fr. Tomás Fraile (7th) - Ortega Family  
    -Special Intention for Vicki Benson - Bopsi Miller  
    -In Thanksgiving to St. Joseph and St. Jude  
     - Roybal & Vigil Families  
  

Saturday, March 20, 2021 
  5:00PM  †Secundino Quintana, †Susie Quintana & †Jackie  
     Quintana Valencia - Family  
    †Greg & †Bernadette Ohlemacher - Jessica Vigil  
    †Joe & †Dolores Tapia - Deacon Juan & Mary Jane  
     Martinez  
 

Sunday, March 21, 2021 
  7:30AM  †Ysabel Hernandez - Robert & Yolanda Salazar  
     †Ned Burleson & Family - Family  
     -Special Intention for President Joe Biden and unborn  
      babies - Larry & Royanne Schissel  

9:30AM †Albert B. Chavira - Chavira Family 
    †Mark Wilson & †Syndey Hamilton - Schissel Family  
    †Ola Mae Cupples - Brenda Weimer  
11:30AM  †Ralph P. Miller & †Camille F. Miller - Celine Miller  
    -Special Intention to the Holy Trinity - Maria Romero  
    †Frank F. Carrasco (17th) - Family  
  5:00PM   †Leroy Roybal - Roybal & Vigil Families      

PP R A Y E RE R  R RRRR E Q U E S T S  

MM A S SS S  SS II N T E N T I O N SN SS  
Fo r  t h e  W e e k  

Sunday:  2 Chr 36:14-16, 19-23/Ps 137:1-2, 3, 4-5, 6 [6ab]/Eph 2:4-10/Jn 3:14-21 or 1 Sm 16:1b, 

    6-7, 10- 13a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4m 5, 6 [1]/Eph 5:8-14/Jn 9:1-41 or 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38  

Monday: Is 65:17-21/Ps 30:2 and 4, 5-6, 11-12a and 13b [2a]/Jn 4:43-54 

Tuesday: Ez 47:1-9, 12/Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9 [8]/Jn 5:1-16 

Wednesday: Is 49:8-15/Ps 145:8-9, 13cd-14, 17-18 [8a]/Jn 5:17-30 

Thursday: Ex 32:7-14/Ps 106:19-20, 21-22, 23 [4a]/Jn 5:31-47 

Friday:  2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16/Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27, 29 [37]/Rom 4:13, 16-18, 22/Mt 1:16, 18-21,  

   24a or  Lk 2:41-51a 

Saturday: Jer 11:18-20/Ps 7:2-3, 9bc-10, 11-12 [2a]/Jn 7:40-53 

Next Sunday: Jer 31:31-34/Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 14-15 [12a]/Heb 5:7-9/Jn 12:20-33 or  

   Ez 37:12-14/Rom 8:8-11/Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 [7]/Jn 11:1-45  

 Carmen Balizan  C.J.      
 Loretta Chavez   Celine Miller   
 Ray Salazar    Santiago Sandoval    
 Martha & Procopia Visarrega 
 Toni Tapia   

 PP R A YYY Y F O RO R  R VVV O C A T I O N S  

Remember the following in 
your prayers: 

RICO LANDAVAZO  
SANTA MARIA DE LA PAZ 

& 
DJ SEGURA 

ST. PATRICK’S—ST. JOSEPH’S, RATON  

If someone in your family is in need of prayers, please 
contact the parish office and ask for your loved one's 
name, with their permission, to be included in the 
"Prayer Requests" section of the weekly bulletin. Pray-
er requests will be placed in the bulletin for three 
consecutive weeks, thereupon will be removed. 
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WW o r s h i pp  p &  MM E D I T A T I O NN  
Fourth Sunday of Lent 

God’s messengers always seem to get mocked. They speak a truth that 
some folks do not want to hear. While on the one hand we admire 
them, we also are quite happy keeping them at a distance. After all, they 
are not referring to me but someone else, aren’t they? We often wrongly 
conclude that because we may be more avant-garde, contemporary, 
politically sensitive, and untraditional, we are somehow more in the light 
than others. People tend to prefer darkness more than light, even the 
most spiritually sensitive among us. The light always carries with it the 
richness of God’s mercy and compassion which see beyond ideologies 
and concepts to relationships that cultivate life, earthly and eternal. 
Every hand of compassion and mercy extended to a human being must 
always point back to God. The call always involves ordering our lives in 
accord with our truth and essence of being. As God never forgets us, we 
must never forget God. Now is the time to take stock of our infidelity 
and return to the light, even though it is difficult to look at. 

©LPi 

Gospel Meditation 
Is there something to Lent that goes beyond our own spiritual house cleaning and spiritual refinement? Yes, there is! It has to 
do with listening and learning so that we can take up the task of the Gospel with greater clarity and fortitude. While the spir-
itual refocusing of Lent is necessary, the fruit of this Lenten conversion has much more to do with learning how we can be a 
better Church than it does about our eternal salvation. Salvation is a gift that flows out of God’s unconditional Mercy and can-
not be merited. The spiritual maturity we can experience as a result of our Lenten disciplines serves to reduce the anxiety and 
apprehension we may experience as messengers of good, but very challenging, and unsettling, news. 
 
St. Oscar Romero said that, “a church that doesn’t provoke any crises, a gospel that doesn’t unsettle, a word of God that 
doesn’t get under anyone’s skin, a word of God that doesn’t touch the real sin of the society in which it is being proclaimed, 
what gospel is that?” When we listen to those descriptive and provocative words, do they resonate with anything in our experi-
ence? As messengers of the Gospel, we are called to bring an unsettling message to the world. If our main concern is protecting 
our self-interests, then we are missing something huge! Many really struggle with being rejected, dismissed, or perceived as 
someone who is speaking out of turn. There is a counter cultural message that must be preached that clearly sides with the 
poor, marginalized, victimized, oppressed, neglected, disregarded, and lost souls throughout the world. There is a widespread 
misery among the peoples that is all too often allowed to fester with no one coming forward to offer a change or resolution. 
 
The Church can speak to the needed structural changes that will allow people to earn just wages, feed their families and share 
abundantly and equally in the gifts of God’s good earth. Such a vision is not some optimistic fairy tale, but the vision of the 
Creator himself. Lent reminds us, as St. Oscar Romero also states, that, “we are workers, not master builder, ministers, not 
messiahs. We are prophets of a future not our own.” We are not called to labor simply for the benefit of the here and now but 
of the “what is to come.” Our myopic vision can be replaced by a more far reaching Lenten vision that is much greater and 
deeper in scope. As long as we are carrying the right blueprints with us and our thoughts extend beyond ourselves, then even 
the little things we do and the simplest prayer we utter go a long way. They give witness to our preference for the light of Christ 
and not the darkness of error and sin. 

©LPi 

MARCH 3 



4 WWW.SMDLP.ORG 

 

 
THEFT IN THE PARKING LOT! 
It is difficult to imagine that a church parking lot would be a 
target for crime, but in reality, it does, and has happened very 
recently.  Thieves are taking advantage of the opportunity to 
break-in to locked and un-locked vehicles while parishioners 
are attending Mass.   Please be aware of this and take the nec-
essary precautions!  DO NOT leave valuables in plain sight 
in your vehicle! Place them in the trunk of your vehicle or 
better yet, leave them at home. 

THE COMMUNION PROCESSION 
The Communion Procession, a profoundly religious action, 
tells us something about the way in which we should partici-
pate in this procession. We are the Body of Christ, moving 
forward to receive the Christ who makes us one with himself 
and with one another. Our procession should move with digni-
ty; our bearing should be that of those who know they have 
been redeemed by Christ and are coming to receive their God!  

For some, however, the experience of the Communion Proces-
sion is far more prosaic, analogous perhaps to standing in line 
in the supermarket or at the motor vehicle bureau. A percep-
tion such as this is a dreadfully inaccurate and impoverished 
understanding of what is a significant religious action. The 
Communion Procession is an action of the Body of Christ. At 
Christ's invitation, extended by the priest acting in Christ's 
person: "Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb," 
the members of the community move forward to share in the 
sacred meal, to receive the Body and Blood of Christ which is 
the sign and the source of their unity. In fact, each time we 
move forward together to receive the Body and Blood of the 
Lord, we join the countless ranks of all the baptized who have 
gone before us, our loved ones, the canonized and uncanon-
ized saints down through the ages, who at their time in history 
formed a part of this mighty stream of believers.                                                                  
(USCCB.org) 

RESPECT FOR THE MOST PRECIOUS BODY OF CHRIST 
As we continue to deal with the challenges brought on by the 
pandemic of receiving Communion, PLEASE adhere to the 
following: 

Þ If you are wearing gloves, they MUST be removed 
prior to receiving the host. 

Þ As you approach the Priest or Deacon to receive 
Communion, REMOVE your mask. 

Þ Cup the palm of one of your hands within the other 
to receive the host.  It is NOT appropriate to reach 
out with the fingers and take the host from the per-
son distributing.  

Þ Consume the host immediately and replace your 
mask.  DO NOT attempt to break it in half as some 
particles of the Most Precious Body of Christ can fly 
into the air and fall to the floor.   

Þ Leave in reverence and private prayer. 

Receive Communion by making a throne: one hand  
under the other. Ready to receive our great king. 

- St. Cyril of Jerusalem

 
ST. PATRICK’S PRAYER 
May the Strength of God pilot us.  
May the Power of God preserve us. 
May the Wisdom of God instruct us. 
May the Hand of God protect us. 
May the Way of God direct us. 
May the Shield of God defend us. 
May the Host of God guard us. 
Against the snares of the evil ones. 
Against temptations of the world  
May Christ be with us! 
May Christ be before us! 
May Christ be in us, 
Christ be over all! 
May Thy Salvation, Lord, 
Always be ours, 
This day, O Lord, and evermore. Amen 

PEW PROTOCOL 
Praise God that more and more people are returning to 
worship in person during the pandemic! But with this comes 
the need for parishioners to observe the seating limit noted 
on each pew to ensure safe distancing measures.  The 
9:30AM and 11:30AM Masses are nearing seating capacity 
(250) each weekend and we anticipate that the numbers will 
increase for all of the Masses in the near future. PLEASE 
help us accommodate the increase in numbers by sitting in a 
pew designated for the number of those from your 
household in attendance. 
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LENTEN CROSSES 
Some dates are still available! Reserve your cross now in the 
Parish Office.  Stop by during regular business hours to 
reserve your date and pick up your intention ribbon. 

 

PENANCE SERVICE—GENERAL ABSOLUTION 
If you have been away from the Sacrament of Reconciliation, 
especially now during this pandemic, come back now during 
Lent. Allow this Lent to be a new beginning in your life of 
faith. Santa Maria de la Paz will offer two penance services 
with general absolution on WEDNESDAY, MARCH 24TH with 
a morning service at 11:00AM and an evening service at 
6:00PM.   
 

Persons who receive general absolution have an additional 
obligation if they are to benefit validly from the sacrament. 
Canon law requires that they intend in due time to confess 
those sins which they could not confess at that moment. In 
other words, the penitent must schedule a private confession 
in due time.  According to the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church “Individual, integral confession and absolution remain the 
only ordinary way for the faithful to reconcile themselves with God 
and the Church...There are profound reasons for this. Christ is at 
work in each of the sacraments. He personally addresses every 
sinner: ‘My son, your sins are forgiven.’... Personal confession is thus 
the form most expressive of reconciliation with God and with the 
Church.” 
 

Private confessions are available only by appointment  with 
Fr. Joel on Monday and Tuesday afternoons.  You may call 
the Parish Office at 473-4200 to schedule an appointment.  

 
FEAST OF ST. JOSEPH 
This Friday, March 19th is the Feast of St. Joseph, Spouse of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary.  Join us beginning at 5:30PM as we 
pray With A Father’s Heart: This is how Joseph Loved Jesus. The 
Way of the Cross followed by Mass at 6:00PM.  After Mass 
‘Soup-to-go’ will be served with ‘mini-loaves’ of bread—the 
SMDLP adaptation of St. Joseph’s Altar. 

 
STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
The Stations of the Cross are prayed on Mondays during 
Lent (en español) at 5:30PM followed by daily Mass (en 
español) at 6:00PM.  They are also prayed on Fridays during 
Lent (in English) at 5:30PM followed by daily Mass (in 
English) at 6:00PM. 
 

Friday Stations of the Cross Schedule: 
 

Mar 19 ...With a Father’s Heart: This is how Joseph  
   loved Jesus. The Way of the Cross 
Mar 26 ...for All Souls and for a Happy Death 

 

at SMDLP 

OTHER MARCH EVENTS
 

à March 25th—April 1st—Eucharistic Miracles Exhibit (see 
page 6 for more information) 

à March 29th—April 4th—Holy Week and Easter Services* 
 

 *More information will be published in a future bulletin. 

Prayer  |  Fasting  |  Almsgiving 

PILGRIMAGE CROSS 
Although the annual SMDLP pilgrimage to Chimayo has 
been cancelled, we still intend to have parishioners nail their 
prayer petitions to the pilgrimage cross (before or after Mass)  
this year during Lent.  The cross will be carried as we make 
our way through the Meditation Garden on March 27th 
while we pray the Stations of the Cross for the Healing of 
Cancer.  

STATIONS OF THE CROSS FOR THE HEALING OF CANCER 
In lieu of our annual Cancer Healing Rosary and Mass Can-
cer held during Holy Week, we will pray the Stations of the 
Cross for the Healing of Cancer on SATURDAY, MARCH 
27TH outdoors (weather permitting) in our Meditation Gar-
den beginning at 11:00AM.  This will be followed by an out-
door Mass in the Garden.   
 
If you have not visited the Meditation Garden lately, you 
may not be aware that Our Lady of Guadalupe shrine area 
was transformed in 2020 into an inviting, serene and peace-
ful place in which to pray and meditate.  The Knights of Co-
lumbus spent countless hours re-building a pathway, remov-
ing weeds and other debris, building an altar and placing a 
beautiful image of Our Lady  in the shrine.  The Meditation 
Garden is located north of the Social Center and is open 
daily (during parish office hours) for private meditation and 
prayer. 
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          Reservations are highly recommended to observe safe distancing. 
       Call the Parish Office at (505) 473-4200 for more information or to reserve a time to view the exhibit. 
 
On October 12, 2006, a fifteen year old Italian boy died from Leukemia, During his life, he researched, 
recorded, and created an exhibit on the Eucharistic Miracles from around the world because of his devotion 
to the Blessed Sacrament. He said, “The Eucharist is my highway to heaven.” The young man, Carlo 
Acutis, was beatified on October 10, 2020, and is considered the first ‘blessed’ who had an email address.    

DON’T MISS THIS 
opportunity  
to view  
Eucharistic  
miracles 
from 19  
countries  
worldwide! 



 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 3/1/2021 

  Number of Pledges    229 
  Total Pledged       $435,621.94 
  Percentage pledged of goal   77.10% 
  Total Paid        $390,466.86 
  Percentage collected of goal   69.11% 
  Percentage collected of pledges  89.63% 

Collections in the general fund and capital improvement 
fund help us to cover our parish expenses, support our 
pastoral programs, and pay Santo Niño Regional School 
$14,988.51 each month to support its programs and pay 
our portion of the debt service. SMDLP currently* has 
3,439 ACTIVE registered parishioners (1,351 ACTIVE 
families) who regularly give of their time, talent or 
treasure. Thanks to all parishioners who use their 
envelopes, contribute through the Automated 
Clearinghouse (ACH) or on-line giving!  [*as of 3/01/21] 

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS...   

Our bulletin is provided at no cost to our parish. The 
advertisers that you see on the back of the bulletin cover the 
cost. We are very grateful to all of them and encourage you 
to support their business especially during this time of 
crisis!

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTIONS NOTE: 
If you are making capital campaign contributions via ACH 
or on-line giving, there is not an automatic end-date for your 
contribution toward your pledge.  If you have fulfilled your 
obligation and wish to discontinue the auto-deduct you must 
take care of this personally as the church does not have the 
authority.  If you are unsure of the total collected toward 
your pledge, please contact Tommy Martinez at the Parish 
Office at 473-4200 or finance@smdlp.org.  If you choose not 
to stop the payments, the additional amount collected will 
be used to assist us in other capital improvement projects.   
 

Thank you for your continued support and generosity 
toward our Time to Renew Campaign! 

    P a r i s h  h   S U P P O R T  

THIS WEEK’S FEATURED ADVERTISER... 

General Fund  $15,099.60 

Building Fund  $4,165.00 

Children’s    $266.88 

Santo Niño   $132.00 

Other  $310 

ACH  $4,290.00 

Total   $24,363.48 

Last Year’s Collection  $26,846.86 

TITHING & COLLECTION  
MARCH 1ST—MARCH 7TH 
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